[Role of the intestinal flora on the severity of essential-fatty-acid-deficiency symptoms in the quail (Coturnix cot. jap.)].
Two groups of quails, one germ-free and one non-sterile, were fed the same diet free of essential fatty acids (EFA-deficient diet). Analyses of body fat at 4 weeks indicated that the ratio trienoic:tetraenoic acid was 1.9 times higher for germ-free than for non-sterile animals, due to the lower level of arachidonic acid.